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An astonishing World War II military story of civil rights from New York Times bestselling author
and Newbery Honor recipient Steve Sheinkin.A National Book Award FinalistA YALSA Award for
Excellence in Nonfiction FinalistA School Library Journal Best Book of the YearOn July 17,
1944, a massive explosion rocked the segregated Navy base at Port Chicago, California, killing
more than 300 sailors who were at the docks, critically injuring off-duty men in their bunks, and
shattering windows up to a mile away. On August 9th, 244 men refused to go back to work until
unsafe and unfair conditions at the docks were addressed. When the dust settled, fifty were
charged with mutiny, facing decades in jail and even execution.The Port Chicago 50 is a
fascinating story of the prejudice and injustice that faced black men and women in America's
armed forces during World War II, and a nuanced look at those who gave their lives in service of
a country where they lacked the most basic rights.This thoroughly-researched and documented
book can be worked into multiple aspects of the common core curriculum, including history and
social studies.“Sheinkin delivers another meticulously researched WWII story, one he
discovered while working on his Newbery Honor book, Bomb...Archival photos appear
throughout, and an extensive bibliography, source notes, and index conclude this gripping, even
horrific account of a battle for civil rights predating Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King, Jr.” —
Publishers Weekly (starred review)Also by Steve Sheinkin:Bomb: The Race to Build—and Steal
—the World's Most Dangerous WeaponThe Notorious Benedict Arnold: A True Story of
Adventure, Heroism & TreacheryUndefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School Football
TeamMost Dangerous: Daniel Ellsberg and the Secret History of the Vietnam WarWhich Way to
the Wild West?: Everything Your Schoolbooks Didn't Tell You About Westward ExpansionKing
George: What Was His Problem?: Everything Your Schoolbooks Didn't Tell You About the
American RevolutionTwo Miserable Presidents: Everything Your Schoolbooks Didn't Tell You
About the Civil WarBorn to Fly: The First Women's Air Race Across America



The Port Texas Rangers, The Port sidhu moosewala, The Port Taco Bell

Most Dangerous: Daniel Ellsberg and the Secret History of the Vietnam War (Bccb Blue Ribbon
Nonfiction Book Award (Awards)), The Notorious Benedict Arnold: A True Story of Adventure,
Heroism & Treachery, Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School Football Team,
Bomb: The Race to Build--and Steal--the World's Most Dangerous Weapon (Newbery Honor
Book), Fallout: Spies, Superbombs, and the Ultimate Cold War Showdown, Two Miserable
Presidents: Everything Your Schoolbooks Didn't Tell You About the Civil War, Lincoln's Grave
Robbers, King George: What Was His Problem?: Everything Your Schoolbooks Didn't Tell You
About the American Revolution, Which Way to the Wild West?: Everything Your Schoolbooks
Didn't Tell You About America's Westward Expansion, Born to Fly: The First Women's Air Race
Across America, Torpedoed: The True Story of the World War II Sinking of "The Children's Ship",
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Young Readers Edition



Wave Tossed, “WW2 atrocities right in our country. It's have read several accounts of Imperial
Japanese atrocities against US prisoners of war. Among other things, our POWs were forced to
perform dangerous hard labor, loading war materials onto Japanese ships. They were also
forced to do cleaning tasks within Japanese prison camps. The POWs were frequently beaten
and starved, and executed.At the same time, US sailors were being forced to load dangerous
war materials into US ships. And were being forced into cleaning tasks. These were not part of
the enemies; they were loyal US sailors. But they were African-American. At the time, the US
Navy was racially segregated. African-American sailors were not allowed to serve on ships other
than for cleaning duties. On the shore, they were limited to carry dangerous bomb materials
onto ships. There was an accident and 300 sailors all forced to do this dangerous job, were
killed. Surviving sailors in this racially segregated squad were forced back into this hazardous
job. Some refused and ended up in prison where they werr ordered to do "hard labor." And it
was true prison hard labor But beause of these sailors standing up for justice President Truman
ordered all armed services to be desegregated . These were brave sailors fighting for their
human rights.”

Candiance, “The open audacity of racism. How do you move on after reading such a story? My
jaw stayed dropped out of sheer disbelief. How can a group of people be railroaded in a trial and
years later not have their cases thrown out?Did they go against Military values? Yes Was the
trial a farce? Yes Was this a clear case of racism? Without a doubt. Do the memories of these
men deserve to be clear? Absolutely, this is one of the many blots in military history that is
constantly swept under the carpet.”

Annette Lamb, “Gripping, Little-Known Piece of Military and Civil Rights History. THE PORT
CHICAGO 50: DISASTER, MUTINY, AND THE FIGHT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS by Steve Sheinkin is
at the top of many nonfiction awards lists for 2014. Consider purchasing both the print and
audiobook versions.A finalist for YALSA’s 2015 Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults Award,
the book traces the little-known story of 50 African American sailors convicted of mutiny by the
U.S. Navy during World War II. Refusing to follow orders to load dangerous explosives onto
ships, their story became a rallying cry for those who felt the military’s segregation policies were
discriminatory.Sheinkin brings the story alive through his compelling, well-researched narrative.
Woven throughout the story are primary resource materials including historical photos,
interviews, and court records. The print and ebook versions contain extensive references and
notes that support the narrative.Middle and high school students often skim works of nonfiction
and miss the impact of the narrative. Consider sharing the audiobook version of this story with
youth. Dominic Hoffman is a superb storyteller who masterfully switches among a wide range of
voices to keep listeners actively engaged in the story.Many students and teachers who thought



they knew about the Civil Rights Movement will be amazed by this gripping, little-known piece of
history.To learn more about the author, go to http://stevesheinkin.com/.To see a slideshow on
historical photos from the book, go to http://us.macmillan.com/theportchicago50/
SteveSheinkin.Watch a short documentary that explores the Great Port Chicago Explosion at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DaIphGJt5NU.”

Diane Wright, “Another Heroic Story. I will be purchasing a classroom set of this book so that my
students will be reading it for several reasons. It covers several Civil Rights issues as well as the
beginning of a desegregated military, but only because of 50 brave men. It also illustrates the
story of men who wanted to fight for their country and were denied that right and put in menial
roles until they had to prove themselves over and over again.”

John Thurston, “Free At Last?. I am a veteran of the Vietnam era. I did not serve in a combat
role. I am white. There is no way I will ever be able to fully understand and appreciate the
problems African Americans have had to endure. When I consider how angry I can become
when shown disrespect and lack of common courtesy, I find myself humbled when reading the
experiences of the Port Chicago 50. African Americans earned their rights as free Americans.
They paid a much higher price than the rest of us.”

A. Prentice, “Discrimination against African-Americans was particularly bad in the Navy. Gripping
story that I couldn't put down. Written for young adults but plenty of interst for grown-ups as well.
Discrimination against African-Americans was particularly bad in the Navy, and black enlisted
men had only two options - to work in a mess, or to load heavy ammunition onto ships with no
safety precautions taken. After hundreds died in an explosion, black sailors refused to continue
with the loading and were found guilty of mutiny. Thurgood Marshall is a hero of this story for
effecting their release - and Eleanor Roosevelt also stood on the side of justice. Good nonfiction
reading for middle and high school students.”

Jessica, “Excellent for middle grades and up. I read this book to my 6th grade class and they
were so engrossed with the story and the plight of these men. I highly recommend it as a great
way to look at social injustice and diverse American history. My students dove into other Steve
Sheinkin books after reading this. It sparked a love of nonfiction for many.”

netProfessor, “This is a great book ... thank you for your work. I enjoyed this book tremendously
because I knew and worked with one of the sailors who was actually there and was injured in the
initial blast but never told me his story. I found out through a documentary on tv in mid 1994. I
am writing a book about myself and during my research I found your book that gave me all of the
details, and I worked near Suisun not knowing its history... so thank you for your great book.”

The book by Steve Sheinkin has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 226 people have provided feedback.
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